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Cowlitz Salmon Hatchery
Visitor Center 
Exhibit Design

Client
Tacoma Public Utilities 

Location
Cowlitz River, WA 

Size
1130 sq ft

habitat elevation

When Tacoma Public Utilities renovated the Salmon 

Hatchery at Cowlitz River, LCS was hired to tell the 

story about the life cycle of salmon and the necessity 

for a hatchery. The result is an extremely lively, highly-

interactive exhibit with graphics, hands-on elements, 

sound, videos, and projections, including an interactive 

in the middle of the space that releases thousands of 

“salmon” marbles to “swim” from Hatchery to Habitat 

to High Seas, through Harvest, and past Hydropower. 

The immersive, informative, active environment helps 

visitors understand the perils of being a salmon. 

Winner of 2012 National Hydropower Association 

Outstanding Stewards of America’s Waters Award.
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(D-04-05)
spawning room:
death as part of salmon life cycle
and hatchery operations 

(alternate locations: 
graphic could be on window or over bench
if not too easily blocked by other visitors)

(D-05-04)
survival game instructions,
types of salmon predators
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SURVIVAL INTERACTIVE:
Salmon survival game. Visitors roll a 
coin into a chute, aiming at a rotating 
wheel. Large gaps in the wheel 
represent mortality from predators 
and environmental factors. Small gaps 
represent survival. Income from coins 
offers fundraising opportunities.

[window to spawning room]

[bench/platform]

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consect etur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor inci didunt ut 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consect etur adipisicing elit, sed do eiusmod tempor inci didunt ut labore et dolore magna aliqua. 

72”

1/4 inch scale

SPAWNING ROOM


